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circulation, and makes it so immensely great in
England.

Again, the magnitude of the city of London adds
very considerably to the greatness of the inland
trade; for as this city is the centre of our trade, so
all the manufactures are brought hither, and from
hence circulated again to all the country, as they
are particularly called for. But that is not all; the
magnitude of the city influences the whole nation
also in the article of provisions, and something is
raised in every county in England, however remote,
for the supply of London ; nay, all the best of every
produce is brought hither; so that all the people
and all the lands in England seem to be at work
for, or employed by, or on the account of, this over-
grown city.

This makes the trade increase prodigiously, even
as the city itself increases ; and we all know the
city is very greatly increased within few years past.
Again; as the whole nation is employed to feed and
clothe this city, so here is the money by which all
the people in the whole nation seem to be supported
and maintained. But this is worthy of a chapter by
itself, for the honour of this noble metropolis, which
the reader will find in chap, xxxiv., and I shall
therefore say no more of it here than is necessary
to my present subject of the inland trade.

I have endeavoured to make some calculation of
the number of shopkeepers in this kingdom, but I
find it not to be done. It is as impossible likewise
to make any guess at the bulk of their trade, and
how much they return yearly; nor if we could,
would it give any foundation for any just calculation
of the value of goods in general, because all our
goods circulate so much, and go so often through
very many hands before they come to the consumer;